Annie’s Suggested Economic History Books to Read

These books were assigned reading for a class on Economic History, given by
Professor John Adams, at the University of Maryland, College Park, in the 1980s.
It has been many years since I read them, so I will not attempt to summarize them
right now. What they say is in my head somewhere.

The ISBN number is the number you can give to a library or bookshop, so that they
can find the book for you. A few large libraries possess all the books published in
their countries, if not others. These books might be available at the Library of
Congress, if they are out of print by now. The Library of Congress grants public
access, but if you are not familiar with this type of library, there will be a large
learning curve as you get accustomed to how it works.

If you deface or destroy such precious books, you are unlikely to be granted further
access.

1. The Great Transformation — the political and economic origins of our time,
by Karl Polanyi; Beacon Press, Boston. 1944. Introduction by R.M.
Maclver. ISBN 0-8070-5679-0

2. A Theory of Economic History, by John Hicks, Oxford Paperbacks. 1977.
ISBN 0-19-881163-2

3. Economic and Social History of Medieval Europe, by Henri Pirenne. A
Harvest/HBJ Book. Harcourt Brace Jovanovich. 1937. ISBN 0-15-627533-3

4. Medieval Technology and Social Change, by Lynn White, Jr. Oxford
University Press 1980. ISBN 0-19-500266-0



